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Call for Panel Workshops
The 42nd IAHR World Congress invites proposals for practice-oriented workshops to be included in the Congress programme. Workshops are intended to complement the scientific and special sessions by creating a dedicated space for cities, water utilities, technology providers, institutions, academics and professionals to exchange experiences, discuss implementation challenges and identify pathways for action.
Workshop proposals aligned with the Congress theme, “Driving Change Management in the Era of Digital Water and Global Transitions”, and with one or more Congress themes or subthemes are welcome.
Workshops should focus on non-academic presentations, practical cases, innovation experiences, institutional perspectives, technology applications, policy challenges or implementation pathways. Each workshop will typically include 4 to 5 invited presentations, followed by a round table discussion involving academics, technical experts, administrators, policymakers and practitioners.
In addition to workshops proposed and organized by external proponents, the Organizing Committee may also take responsibility for organizing dedicated workshops on topics of strategic relevance, inviting and involving cities, water utilities, technology providers, institutions and other stakeholders that have expressed interest in a topic without wishing to take direct responsibility for organizing the workshop.
Evaluation process
The Chair and the Local Organizing Committee (LOC) must approve all workshop proposals to ensure that the proposed content, format and stakeholders are coherent with the Congress programme and with the Road to Bari framework.
The validation process is the following:
· Proposals are sent by email or through the congress website according to the established form and deadline.
· The final decision on selected workshops is taken and communicated on time to the convener(s).
Proposer(s) responsibilities
Proposer(s) will be responsible for the content design and stakeholder mobilization of the workshop, including the identification of speakers, round table participants and expected outcomes, under the collaboration and supervision of the Local Organizing Committee (LOC). The LOC will oversee the organizational aspects within the overall Congress programme, such as allocation of time slots and rooms.
Workshop speakers, moderators, and invited participants must be fully registered at the Congress, unless otherwise agreed with the Organizing Committee.
More information
To propose a workshop, or to make changes to a proposal already submitted, please contact the LOC at danielebiagio.laucelli@poliba.it or luigi.berardi@unich.it.
Indicative workshop themes
· Urban water resilience and climate adaptation in cities
· Sponge-city strategies, nature-based solutions, and blue-green infrastructure.
· Water reuse, circular water management, and resource recovery.
· Digital transformation of water utilities and smart water systems.
· Digital twins, artificial intelligence, big data and decision-support tools.
· Monitoring, sensors, data platforms, and real-time water management.
· Drought management, water scarcity, and long-term resource planning.
· Flood risk management and urban drainage innovation.
· Governance models for integrated urban water management.
· Collaboration between cities, utilities, regulators, and research institutions.
· Innovation procurement and public-private partnerships in the water sector.
· Resilient infrastructure planning, asset management, and investment strategies.
· Coastal cities, sea-level rise and adaptation of waterfront areas.
· Water-energy-food-nature nexus in urban and regional planning.
· Capacity building, stakeholder engagement and change management in the water sector.
Workshop Proposal Form
1. Proponent Information
Name and Surname of Main Proponent:
____________________________________________________________________
Affiliation (Institution / Company / Organization):
____________________________________________________________________
Country:
____________________________________________________________________
Email Address:
____________________________________________________________________
Co-proponents (if any) – Names and Affiliations:
____________________________________________________________________
Role of the Proponent(s) in the Workshop:
____________________________________________________________________
2. Title and Theme of the Workshop
Proposed Workshop Title:
(Max. 20 words)
____________________________________________________________________
Main Theme / Keywords:
(3–6 keywords)
____________________________________________________________________
Preferred Action Track (if applicable):
☐ Science, Research and Innovation
☐ Technical and Policy Challenges of Cities, Basins and Nations
☐ Solutions, Practice and Implementation
____________________________________________________________________
3. Workshop Rationale and Relevance to the Congress Theme
Workshop Abstract
(Max. 200 words)
Please provide a concise description of the proposed workshop, clearly outlining the practical, technical, institutional, policy or innovation-oriented focus; the key challenges addressed; and the expected contribution to advancing implementation, collaboration or decision-making in the water sector.
Connection to the Congress Main Theme: “Management of Change”
(Max. 100 words)
Please explain how the proposed workshop contributes to the overarching theme of “Driving Change Management in the Era of Digital Water and Global Transitions”, with reference to one or more of the following dimensions: digital transformation and data-driven water management; climate change adaptation and mitigation; resilience to water-related hazards and disasters; water for energy transition, food security and nature; governance, policy and decision-making under change.
4. Proposed Workshop Format and Organization
Please describe the proposed structure and organization of the workshop.
Workshop Format:
☐ 4–5 non-academic invited presentations followed by a round table discussion
☐ Mixed format with presentations, case studies and moderated discussion
☐ Interactive format with stakeholder dialogue, working groups or co-design activities
☐ Another format (please describe):
____________________________________________________________________
Description of the Workshop Structure:
(e.g. number of presentations, expected speakers, round table format, discussion topics, interactive elements)
____________________________________________________________________
Expected Duration:
☐ One standard time slot (1.5 hours)
☐ Multiple time slots (please specify number and justification):
____________________________________________________________________
Proposed Moderator(s) / Chair(s):
____________________________________________________________________
Proposed Round Table Participants:
(names and affiliations, if known)
____________________________________________________________________
5. Potential Participants and Stakeholders
Please indicate the potential contributors and audiences to the proposed workshop.
A. Cities, Public Administrations or Local Authorities:
(Indicative list)
B. Water Utilities, Basin Authorities or Infrastructure Operators:
(Indicative list)
C. Technology Providers, Companies or Solution Providers:
(Indicative list)
D. Institutions, Regulators, Policy Bodies or International Organizations:
(Indicative list)
E. Academic Experts / Research Groups involved in the discussion:
(Indicative list)
6. Proposed Presentations and Discussion Topics
Indicative List of 4–5 Proposed Presentations:
(e.g. title, presenting organization, speaker if known, type of case or experience presented)
____________________________________________________________________
Main Topics for the Round Table Discussion:
(e.g. barriers, enabling conditions, governance needs, technological gaps, policy priorities, implementation pathways)
____________________________________________________________________
7. Expected Audience and Impact
Estimated Number of Participants / Attendees:
☐ < 20
☐ 20–40
☐ 40–80
☐ > 80
____________________________________________________________________
Expected Impact and Outcomes:
(e.g. practical recommendations, implementation roadmap, networking, policy guidance, technical agenda, follow-up initiatives, contribution to the Road to Bari framework)
____________________________________________________________________
8. Interest in Participating in Organized Workshops
Respondents who do not wish to propose and organize a workshop may still express their interest in participating in workshops related to the topics covered in this form. Based on the interests expressed, the Organizing Committee may organize dedicated workshops on topics of strategic relevance, involving cities, water utilities, technology providers, institutions and other interested stakeholders. 
· I do not wish to organize a workshop, but I would be interested in participating in workshops related to one or more of the topics presented in this form. 
Please indicate the topic(s) below.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Additional Information
Please include any additional information that may support the evaluation of the proposal, such as links to ongoing international initiatives or projects; alignment with IAHR Technical Committees, Working Groups or Regional Divisions; collaboration with cities, utilities, institutions or companies; and plans for follow-up activities beyond the Congress.
Date of Submission: __________________________
Signature of Main Proponent (optional): __________________________
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